
 

“We have rights?”
- Senior Emily Glennerster
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 Being a student during the age 
of technology has its perks. 
 Students are able to look up 
information in seconds, communicate 
with people from across the world, 
and even carry all their textbooks in 
a computer. 
 However, while technology 
appears to be private to students 
when they bring their technology into 
school, it is not.
 According to the New Trier 
Student Guidebook for the 2014-2015 
school year, students are prohibited 
from downloading unauthorized 
software, using the schools network 
for commercial or private financial 
gain, hacking unauthorized files, 
intentionally invading the privacy 
of others, and posting anonymous 
messages. 
 Students may not intentionally 
access, submit, post, or publish 
inaccurate, abusive, and obscene 
material. These are only a few of 
the rules outlined in the New Trier 
Student Guidebook. Punishment 
for these offenses range from 
revoking a student’s mobile device to 
suspension. 
 The school not only reserves the 
right to limit what students can and 
cannot do on personal devices, but 
they also can see and look through 
them. 
 Christopher Johnson, New 
Trier’s Chief Information Officer 
said, “The school monitors some use 
and logs it for investigative purposes.  
Some data is also logged as part of 
normal network operations.  Access 
is restricted to select Technology 
Department employees, and there are 
guidelines in place about when we 
access this information.” 
 Johnson also explained that 

 One of the biggest student 
rights changes we have seen 
in the past decade has been the 
use of cell phones in school 
bathrooms, classrooms, and locker 
rooms.  
 Since most mobile phones 
come equipped with cameras, they 
put students at risk of exposure and 
embarrassment. 
 New Trier, a school that is 
no stranger to students with cell 
phones, has been actively creating 
guidelines for students and their 
phones in private places throughout 
the school. 
 These guidelines date as far 
back as 2009, where they are listed 
under the “Procedures for Student 
Discipline” section in the 2009-
2010 student guidebook. 
 Back then, the guidebook 
said that cell phones equipped 
with cameras and other features 
such as text messaging “pose risks 
to academic integrity and overall 
safety.” 
 After reading on, it says, in 
bold, that “Use of cell phones and 
other devices with camera features 
prohibited in locker rooms and 
bathrooms at all times, including 
before and after school.”  
 Now, in the 2014-2015 student 

guidebook, the rules are under 
“Student Use of Mobile Devices” in 
the “Student Discipline” section. Rule 
G reads, “Due to camera capabilities, 
devices are never allowed to be in 
sight or in use in bathrooms or locker 
rooms.”
 Besides the student guidebooks, 
these rules are also expressed in 
the “Student Acknowledgement of 
School Policies” form, also known 
as the sheet that you initial and sign 
at the beginning of every year in 
advisory that most students choose to 
ignore. 
 Under #8b, the section regarding 
mobile devices, the use of cell phones 
is mentioned: “I understand that 
mobile device usage in classrooms 
is at the discretion of the teacher. 
Mobile devices must be out of sight 
while in locker rooms or bathrooms 
at all times, including before and 
after school.” 
 The phrases “be out of sight” 
and “at all times, including before 
and after school” are bolded and 
prominent on the page. All the places 
that list these rules generally say the 
same thing. 
 The school administration is 
confident that the rules regarding 
cameras in bathrooms and locker 
rooms are known well enough 
amongst students. Assistant Principal 
for Administrative Services Scott 

Williams feels that student are well 
informed of the rules, “Not only do 
you get a student guidebook, but we 
also have you initial off on it.” 
 As far as reminding the students 
about these rules, Williams feels 
that this is a possibility, but he also 
questions how much the school 
should have to do this.
 “How much is enough? Do we 
have to remind you to not smoke 
during the school day?” Williams 
hopes that “the appropriate use of 
cell phones would become something 
just as ingrained as that [the smoking 
rules].” 
 Principal Denise Dubravec 
agrees with Williams.
 “Ultimately it is up to the 
student to review the guidebook,” 
she affirmed. She does feel, however, 
that the school could be doing a bit 
more: “We could be helping students 
understand why they are making 
these choices.” She thinks that the 
solution to these problems is to get 
to truly comprehend the motives of 
students. 
 Students, however, may not 
always feel as informed about these 
guidelines. Senior Hannah Perl had 
a run in with these rules last year, 
when she took a picture of herself 
in a bathroom mirror to display her 
pregnancy belly for Human Growth 
and Development class. 

 The New Trier News published 
an article about the pregnancy 
bellies and used her picture on the 
front page. Hannah, who was under 
the impression that a photo was 
allowed if you are the only one in the 
bathroom, was shocked when she had 
to speak to the advisor chair.
 “I was really confused because 
I didn’t know why I was being called 
down in the first place because I 
didn’t know I did anything wrong,” 
Perl explained. 
 Perl elaborated that the advisor 
chair was very understanding of her 

Specific cell phone restrictions irk some
by Jeremy Lee

Privacy complications 
arise at NT as iPad use  
becomes more prevalent

situation.
 “I told her I didn’t know about 
the rule so I just got a warning,” she 
said. “Then she just explained that it’s 
against school rules to take pictures 
in a bathroom or locker room, with or 
without other people in it.” 
 Perl also feels that the school 
could do more to make students and 
even teachers aware of the rules.
 “I think the school should make 
it really obvious because so many 
people are unaware of this rule, most 
teachers don’t even realize,” she 
concluded.

by Katherine Rhea

Senior Kevin Marren checks his mobile device with some downtime  Minturn

on a student’s personal device once 
outside of school or off the school’s 
network. 
 “If it is a student-owned device, 
we cannot discipline them for their 
use of it outside of school.  That said, 
if they bring the device into school, 
it must comply with our school rules 

outlined in the student guidebook. It 
is important for the school to maintain 
a safe educational environment for 
students.”
 These rules have been enforced 
this year, and the school has followed 
them to a tee. 
 Because every student has 
an iPad, numerous instances have  
already occured in which students 
iPads were taken.
 “The school follows all relevant 
laws when it comes to the monitoring 
of devices,” said Johnson. “Our 
philosophy in how we monitor and 
support students is to balance the 
independence they must have in the 
future with what is appropriate for a 
school environment and their age.”
 

Photo Opinion:
Do we, as students, have 
rights during school hours?

by McKenna Patterson

the school can have access to every 
student account issued by the school. 
This includes student’s school issued 
email, hard drive, and google docs 
account if necessary. 
 The school also has the power to 
view a student’s internet history when 
using the school provided computers. 
 

 “New Trier is able to deploy 
contents to iPads, and see information 
about the iPad specifications, such as 
how much storage a student has left 
and what IOS version they are using,” 
said Johnson. “We cannot view the 
contents of student’s phones, but we 
can see what they send and receive 
when they send or received over the 
school’s network.” 
 According to the Student 
Guidebook, a condition of using the 
school’s internet is the user’s consent 
to the monitoring and inspection by 
school administrators of a school 
device or personal device on school 
grounds. 
 However, according to Johnson, 
the school cannot discover anything 

“You betcha!”
  - Senior John Healy

“I would think 
so.” “Yeah.”
  - Sophomores Alicia Bagan          
 and Brooke Berceau

“I don’t know.”
   - Junior Ben Berenstein

Sophomores Hannah Richard and Molly Schmidt use their iPads   Minturn


