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The New Trier
News

	 Change happens, and New Trier 
is no exception. Sports teams mix up 
their rosters. Clubs are formed and 
transformed. Staff and students come 
and go. But the school newspaper? 
Well, we’ve been the same for the 
past 20 years. 
	 That’s why we at The New 
Trier News are excited to unveil our 
revamped format. We decided that 
it was time for change. Allow us to 
explain.
	 The front and second pages 
have been transformed into the 
“Newsfeed” section. We know that 
content on past News pages may not 
have always been of high interest to 
students. 
	 However, we think this section 
will relate more to the everyday 

student, complete with coverage 
of the very experiences they have, 
are, or will encounter at some point 
in their New Trier experience. The 
majority of our news will be student-
centered.
	 The next two pages will be our 
new “Perspectives” section. We hope 
that this section quite literally serves 
as an outlet for various perspectives 
around school. 
	 On the first page of 
“Perspectives,” there will be two 
weekly columnists providing 
viewpoints about whatever’s 
happening in and around school. 
Complementing these views will 
be our staff editorial, traditionally 
written by one of our editors-in-chief. 
	 The second page will be even 

more free-flowing-- Photo-opinions, 
opinion pieces by additional staff, 
letters to the editor-- we want to give 
a written voice to New Trier. Think of 
it as an open mic in print.
	 The center of it all is “The 
385.” This new section is intended 
to legitimately document the goings 
on inside the halls of 385 Winnetka 
Avenue (New Trier’s address). 
	 Each article in this two-page 
section will be more culturally 
oriented; weekly mainstays will 
include “trending this week” (as in 
clothing, social media behaviors, 
etc.) and “10 questions with...”. 
We wanted to include pieces that 
people would legitimately read, and 
life inside 385 Winnetka Avenue is 
interesting in itself. 

Introducing the new New Trier News
The New Trier News introduces revamped pages, including, “The 385” and “Perspectives” 

	 Not every article will have 
something to do with New Trier, but 
there will be a cultural component 
and relevancy to each piece. 
	 Sports is sports. It won’t change 
much. We will continue to write 
pieces about the many teams at New 
Trier, and the “three stars of the 
week” feature will stay on the back 
page. 
	 On page 7, however, will be 
a new “pop culture grid,” in which 
four athletes will be asked somewhat 
random questions about their tastes, 
rituals, etc.
	 Spanning the bottom of pages 2 
through 6 is our Twitter ticker. Each 
week, we plan to Tweet a question 
relating to an article in the issue. 
Student responses to this question 

will then show up on the ticker. 
	 This is our most concerted effort 
to ensure student engagement and 
really add a bit of flavor to each page. 
	 To supplement all of this, we’d 
really like the paper to become as 
visually pleasing as possible. This 
means a transition to larger (and 
more) pictures, larger page headings, 
and subheadlines.
	 Our hope is that this new-look 
New Trier News will provide a fresh, 
insightful, and engaging source 
through which students, staff, and 
the outside community can see our 
school. 
	 We love delivering the news to 
New Trier. We think our audience 
will continue to truly love reading it.  
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World Mission trip awaits O’Callaghan

by Willem Kupets

 While most seniors anxiously 

wait to hear back from colleges, 

Taylor O’Callaghan has something 

else on his mind. He will be 

spending nine months sleeping on 

the streets and delivering aid to 

different countries in Asia, Africa, 

and Central America.

 For the program World 

Race: Gap Year, O’Callaghan will 

spend three three-month stints 

in Guatemala, Malaysia, and 

Botswana in order to help those in 

need.
 O’Callaghan explained “The 

majority of my work will be spent 

serving the materially poor, sick, 

enslaved, and those who are much 

less fortunate than us.”

 He and the rest of his group will 

tend to the needs of the community 

as they travel throughout the 

country. “I will be building houses 

and working in orphanages, helping 

people who are seriously ill with 

diseases like HIV or AIDS, planting 

churches.” 
 O’Callaghan added, “I will 

basically be doing what is in need 

of help at the time I am there.”

 Because he will be relocating 

so often, sleeping arrangements 

become more complicated and will 

often be improvised. He and the other 

members will keep tents on-hand, but 

O’Callaghan says he will gladly take 

arrangement offers from churches 

and houses of other missionaries. 

 WorldRace has a strong Christian 

background, and O’Callaghan will be 

spreading the message of Christianity 

during his mission trip.

 “A lot of the time we will 

be partnering with churches, 

missionaries or other Christian 

organizations. Instead of trying to 

force religion down people’s throat, 

we will just be trying to demonstrate 

our faith and the love that we’ve 

been given by showing love towards 

others.”
 O’Callaghan knows that religion 

can come across as preachy and turn 

people off. He is interested in helping 

more than preaching.

 “Something that I’ve seen to be 

very impactful in a negative way is 

preaching at people. Nobody wants 

to have someone telling them they 

are wrong, rather, we will be showing 

love and just conversing no matter 

what they may believe.”

 As an avid member of his 

church’s youth group and leader of a 

bible study group, O’Callaghan has 

a strong involvement with helping 

those in need. 
 “I have worked at 

a Christian camp in W

‘I will basically be 

doing what is in need 

of help at the time 

that I am there.’

- Taylor 
O’Callaghan

O’Callaghan has stops planned in Guatemala, Malaysia, and Botswana  O’Callaghan
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Message @newtriernews to submit an answer to our twitter question every week! 

Across the bottom of each page, 

we will include the responses 

to our weekly Twitter question. 

Tweet @newtriernews and you 

might see your tweet here.

Here we will 
include the week’s 

top trending apps, 

songs, movies, 
restaurants, and 

quotes

The features page will now be called “The 

385.” This page will keep you updated on 

everything trending at 385 Winnetka Ave.

Taylor O’Callaghan joins the World Race program 

Tucked away in a pocket of South 

Evanston, surrounded by small resale 

shops, is a cozy little restaurant 

called The Lucky Platter.

 As you walk into this cute eatery 

you’re transported into a collection 

of vintage knick-knacks. Hanging 

from the patterned ceiling are hand-

crafted metal animals and colander 

light fixtures. 
 The walls are covered with 

old posters and quirky paintings, 

with “The Lobster Boy” being a fan 

favorite. 
 Each table has a different 

design, ranging from smiley faces to 

old drawings. All of the decor gives 

off a very eclectic feel. Despite the 

restaurants small size, it has big 

flavor.
 Instead of the traditional basket 

of bland bread rolls, The Lucky 

Platter serves warm baskets of 

corn bread with butter and honey. 

Needless to say, this fresh twist on 

the traditional starter was delicious 

and kept my friends and me reaching 

for the basket again and again (we 

ended up eating two whole baskets).  

 When we received the menus 

we had no idea what to order. Warm, 

delicious sounding comfort food 

filled the menu. It would be hard to 

make a wrong choice. Sandwiches, 

many varieties of chicken (including 

fried and pot pie), and the house 

specialties all looked appetizing.  

 After only a short wait, all of 

our food came out looking tasty. An 

obvious pick for dinner was the fried 

chicken, partially because it was 

advertised in the biggest font on the 

menu. This chicken was especially 

delicious. It was placed on top of 

the mashed potatoes to ensure that 

neither the chicken nor the potatoes 

lost heat. 
 It was also served with a side of 

coleslaw. For someone who doesn’t 

usually like coleslaw, this one was 

good. The chicken was tender, easy 

to eat, and well seasoned. 

 Another dinner selection was 

the pulled pork sandwich. When it 

came out, it had small strands of fried 

onions on top that looked like tiny 

crunchy French fries. 

 When paired with the barbecue 

sauce, this sandwich was exquisite. 

The pork was cooked to perfection. 

It wasn’t too tough and it also wasn’t 

too soft. 
 However, the side of macaroni 

and cheese was subpar. Before 

visiting The Lucky Platter we had 

heard rave reviews about the mac and 

cheese, but it definitely didn’t meet 

the hype. Although the noodles were 

cooked well enough, the cheese was 

too watery and lacked cheesiness. 

 We couldn’t go to a comfort 

food restaurant without ordering a 

hamburger, so we chose the Texas 

burger topped with bacon and fried 

onion strands. The burger was 

cooked just enough so it wasn’t still 

red, but still had the perfect amount 

of pink.  
 This giant meat mound was 

no easy feat to conquer, so I don’t 

recommend ordering it if you’re 

looking for a smaller meal. The 

barbecue sauce complimented the 

burger very well.

 For our last entree we decided to 

go out on a limb and try one of the 

more obscure house specialties. We 

ordered the Mexican Polenta. Polenta 

is a corn dough that tastes like a less 

sweet and less firm cornbread. It 

was topped with black beans, melted 

mozzarella cheese, and avocado. 

 We had no idea what to expect 

out of this dish, but it was fantastic. 

There was just enough cheese to 

cover the polenta without being 

obnoxiously cheesy, and the other 

toppings gave it some extra flavor. It 

certainly was a new experience, but 

one that I highly recommend. We also 

ordered a side of acorn squash that 

was soft and tasty. 

 The service was quick 

throughout the meal and was always 

met enthusiastic The food was also 

reasonably priced.    

 Overall, The Lucky Platter is a 

great place to dine with friends for 

a fun, casual evening. And if dinner 

doesn’t work for you, they’re open 

for breakfast and lunch. 

The Lucky Platter is located at 514 Main Street in Evanston     Facebook


