
November 8 2019



New Trier News 100 Women at nt Friday, November 8, 2019 2

 

 

Marginalization of women has been an issue for generations. Some of the reprinted 
articles on this page sexualize female students at New Trier. Junior girls grow 

Cupid-minded with plans for valentine dance portrays the junior girls as predators 
“out hunting for boys.” These articles highlight the rampant sexism that existed in 

the 1950s. Similarly, Students degrade dancers reports on the fact that two students 
brought binoculars to the 1993 Kinesis Showcase in order to shed light on the gross 

exploitation of female students. On the other hand, in order to prevent the over-
sexualization of women, policy that banned the student body from watching girls 
athletic events was put in place. This policy effectively oppressed female athletes. 
A 1926 article reports the change banning the student body from watching Girls 
Basketball games, arguing that girls “don’t need excitement.” By choosing not 

to celebrate female athletes, the school marginalized them. This can also be seen 
in the Title IX’s spirit hits NT-E article. Originally, boys on the cheer team were 

highlighted in routines, and it wasn’t until they stopped participating in the sport that 
the cheerleading team started counting on the girls. The female cheerleaders were 
overlooked. Part of the issue today is that people don’t always see the problems in 

society. In Committee investigates sex discrimination at NT (1984), the superintendent 
felt that no sex discrimination existed at New Trier. We have come a long way in the 

past 100 years, though discrimination and the objectification of women persists. Thus, 
it is up to our generation to speak up to ultimately foster change.

From the archives: The article below was originally printed Feb. 24, 1984 From the archives: Originally published Mar. 23, 1926

From the archives: Originally printed Feb. 5, 1993

From the archives: The article above was originally printed Jan. 25, 1957

From the archives: Originally printed Nov. 4, 1997

Looking back at 100 years of women at NT
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In 1970, it was not a natural 
assumption that American women 
should work outside the home. 
Nearly fifty years later, a lot of 
progress has been made for women’s 
rights in America. 

Reading these articles with a 
21st century mindset was an eye-
opening experience, especially the 
contrasts between the supporters, 
critics, and those in the middle.  

Before you even get past the 
headline for the opposition article, 
you already feel defensive: “Women, 
we don’t need any more of your lib.” 
The vagueness of “we” in the title 
would suggest that then-senior Greg 
Murphey was speaking on behalf of 
men. But soon it becomes clear that 
he wasn’t. Instead, he was speaking 
for women -- or, at least the ones he 
deemed decent enough to put on a 
bra.

“The saddest part of the 
movement is the fact that most of 
the girls don’t support [Women’s 
Liberation],” writes Murphey.

The rest of the article reads as 
you would expect -- the wounded 
griping of a 17-year-old boy who 
likely had never needed to do his 
own laundry.

“The leaders of the Women’s 
Lib movement claim that American 
women are sick and tired of being 
exploited. Right off. If they were, 
they would all get out and scream 
for rights. They would become wild 
in the streets, men would starve, and 
houses would go to ruin from the 
lack of care,” Murphey writes.

At this point, I honestly had 
to question whether the article was 
intended as satire. Murphey goes 
on to describe the “unreasonable 
demands” of the movement, such as 
men doing chores or even (gasp!) 
women asking men out on dates. In 
the era of #freethenipple, it is also a 
little amusing that he took such issue 

Fifty years later, Lib still relevant 

 

by Katy Pickens
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with the “braless look.”
Unbelievable as it is today, 

this is the way some men viewed 
women in the 1970s. Women did 
have to take to the streets to change 
it. Unfortunately, women are still 
protesting today, fighting for equal 
pay and respect in the workplace.

In contrast, the article 
supporting women’s rights is far 
calmer than you would expect. Apart 
from the first line calling on women 
to take action to seize the rights they 
deserve, the rest of the article is very 
fact-based and measured. 

Beth Dellow focused mainly 
on population growth, the wage gap, 
and how women should have more 
of a political role in society. No 
denunciations of “‘male chauvinist 
pigs’” as Murphey had described.

CLARIFY…Their difference 
in tone reflects the ways it was 
acceptable for women to speak their 
minds as opposed to men. 

The most surprising view? 
The staff editorial demanding 
“liberation for both sexes!” Initially, 
the editorial rubbed me the wrong 
way. At that time, women were 
deprived of countless opportunities 
automatically available to men.  
 In a discussion about Women’s 
Liberation, typically you wouldn’t 
expect an editorial to assert “men 
too are restricted by today’s social 
amenities.”  

The phrasing wasn’t the 
best, but the editors had a point. 
Discussions of toxic masculinity 
remain relevant today, and there is 
still harsh judgement against men 
for embracing anything that is not 
“macho.” This is not because men 
are oppressed for being men, but 
rather may be judged for embracing 
behavior or roles traditionally 
deemed feminine. 

When men openly display 
emotion, work in the home, or 
put effort into their appearances, 

they are judged for it. These 
actions are typically designated as 
“girly,” which for a long time was 
synonymous with weak. Murphey 
sarcastically said that women in 
the movement  sought to escape 
the “‘shackles of femininity.’” 
He missed the point, but he was 
accidentally a little on the mark 
-- femininity is often looked down 
upon.

Liberation, acceptance, and 
equality for women means that we 
must eliminate prejudice rooted in 
gender roles. Removing negative 
connotations relating to femininity 
will allow for everyone to feel 
accepted and comfortable in their 
own skin, regardless of gender 
identity. 

The current wave of feminism 
seeks to be more inclusive - not 
only for men, but also for all races, 
religions, sexualities, nationalities 
and gender identities. Intersectional 
feminism encompasses equality for 
all people regardless of who they 
are, and this is the ideal we should 
strive for.

Intersectional feminism 
embraces the different components 
of a person’s identity can overlap in 
unique ways, and that an effective 
feminist movement needs to be 
cognizant of this variety. There is 
a difference in the experiences of 
women based on race, sexuality, and 
countless other factors. 

In her article, Beth Dellow 
likens sex discrimination to racial 
discrimination. But what is the 
experience for women of color? 
Intersectionality seeks to address 
discrimination holistically. 

A liberation movement that 
includes everyone -- regardless 
of race, gender, socioeconomic 
standing, or any other facet of 
identity -- will allow for a more 
equitable and tolerant future for all 
of us.

From the archives: These three articles were originally published on October 2, 1970. The Women’s Liberation movement began in the late ‘60s and transformed the role of 
women in America. This movement was controversial, particularly for those accustomed to traditional gender roles. Women’s Liberation ultimately inspired generations of women 
to demand equality. The NT News published a spread on student opinions of Women’s Lib – for, against, and in between.

A special thanks to Archivist Susan Holder-
read, NT librarians, and the generations of 

high school journalists who have contributed 
to an entire century of the New Trier News.
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From the archives: The letter on the right was originally 
published on Oct. 20, 1967 in response to the letter below, 
which was originally published on Sept. 29, 1967. The 
letter below contains the N-word twice, which the edito-
rial staff has chosen to black out.

From the archives: The cartoon below was originally 
published on Nov. 11, 1919. It dehumanizes Native 
Americans. 

From the archives: The article below was originally pub-
lished Nov. 11, 1920

From the archives: The selection below was originally 
published on Apr. 20, 1920.

     I’m not black. But, when I was 
younger, I found myself relating to 
black actors or black cartoon charac-
ters. Sure, I was obsessed with shows 
like Scooby Doo and Sam and Cat-- I 
loved the drama, cheesy jokes, and 
overly animated characters. 
     However, at a young age, I no-
ticed the lack of racial representation 
in many television shows, and I con-
stantly searched for a person of color. 
The moment they stepped on screen, 
I was captivated. Finally, someone 
who understands what it’s like to live 
with a skin tone similar to my own. 
Finally, there was someone I could 
relate to.
      The lack of racial representation 
bothered me, which is why I stand as 
an advocate for diversity in the media 

because of the role it has in society. 
While there was some racial repre-
sentation in the shows I watched as 
a child, I noticed “diversity” roles 
were mostly people of black or Afri-
can American descent, which is why 
I identified with them. 

    Never in my life have I claimed 
African-American heritage. I’ve been 
raised to love my own and uplift oth-
ers. I will not completely understand 
what it’s like to be black, nor will 
many understand what it’s like to be 
who I am.
       But, I can relate to many struggles 
that I see African Americans repre-
senting in the media— like being sub-

ject to racially charged jokes or com-
ments. There were times throughout 
my childhood where I was made fun 
of because of my skin color. 
      A while back, I went out to din-
ner with a friend and she asked if I 
had any illegal relatives because I 
am Mexican. When I was younger, a 
family on my block asked if my nan-
ny spoke English, but my “nanny” 
was my mother. I grew up relating to 
black issues because it was the only 
minority issue that I could relate to. 
They were the only minorities—if 
any— represented in the media.
      For a while, there weren’t any 
Latinos or Caribbean actors in the 
media that I could see myself in. 
Only now as I’ve gotten older, I’ve 
noticed more representation, but it 
wasn’t anything that I could person-
ally relate to. 
         For example, the Hispanic char-
acters from On My Block were in 
gangs or the only people of color in 
Bring it On were seen as sassy and 
brash. Both examples feed into harm-

ful stereotypes that allow viewers to 
subconsciously create a correlation 
between race and negative notions.
       The media has the ability to influ-
ence the way we think and act, thus it 
is critical that who filmakers choose 
to be on television platforms. When 
I say a “diverse” cast, I mean charac-
ters living in the center of their own 
lives— people who are doing “every-
day” things, just as any protagonist, 
and not someone playing into a harm-
ful stereotype. We need role models 
of diverse backgrounds to show peo-
ple that they aren’t being categorized 
to society’s given stereotype, that 
they are so much more.
           That being said, shows like Jane 
the Virgin and Fresh Off the Boat de-
pict characters where the protagonist 
is living as a normal, everyday per-
son who isn’t living in the center of 
a stereotype.
     Recently, I’ve noticed Latino 
music becoming more mainstream 
throughout the U.S., and honestly, it 
makes me super happy seeing people 

We need to broaden the range of racial representation in the media
Representation is 
including people of 
all backgrounds.
by Nadia Jaikaran

We need role models of 
diverse backgrounds to 
show people that they 
aren’t being catego-
rized to society’s given 
stereotype

outside my culture enjoying music 
that I grew up listening to. 
       I’m not saying we need to force 
ourselves to enjoy diverse music and 
television programs, but we should 
respect the inclusivity and support it. 
Inclusivity will only help society be-
come more progressive and allow for 
more narratives.
        In America Ferrera’s TEDTalk 
she said “presence creates possibili-
ty” which serves as the foundation 
for a progressive society. Moving for-
ward, we need to be more present— 
not just in the media, but in discus-
sion. In order for society to progress, 
we need to embrace the diversity this 
country was built on.
         We need to see representation in 
all ranges. It’s not just a color wheel; 
this also calls for more representation 
in religion, sexual orientation, cul-
ture, disabilities, etc. We need to see 
everyday people who aren’t forced 
into a stereotypical mold, rather peo-
ple living in the center of their own 
lives.



Alessia Liebovich
Liebovich
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 New Trier’s all-school seminar 
day coming up on Feb. 28th, about 
civil rights, has gotten the attention 
of Breitbart, Illinois Family Institute, 
and even the Chicago Tribune as 
controversy over the content of the 
day raises concerns for some parents.
 A parent Facebook group was 
created called “New Trier Parents 
Seminar Day Review” and changed 
to “Seminar Day Discussion.” 
 The group was public but is now 
a closed group with 159 members. 
According to the Facebook page, 
the group caters to “people who care 
about the Seminar Day Program at 
New Trier.”
 The Illinois Family Institute 
published an article written by Laurie 
Higgins on Jan 10. headlined, “New 
Trier High School Avoids Diversity 
Like the Plague.” 
 In this article, Higgins provided 
summaries of the seminars, along 
with a section she called, “What Can 
Parents Do?” In that section, Higgins 
advised parents to file a Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA) request 
for the names of teachers leading 
seminars.
 Higgins said this would help 
disrupt the day because “leftist 
teachers depend on their 

anonymity, autonomy, and absence 
of accountability to exploit their 
positions.”
 Ten FOIA requests were made 
to the school from seven individuals. 
Each request had several individual 
requests within them, totaling over 
50 requests, according to Assistant 
Superintendent for Finance and 
Operations at Northfield Campus, 
Christopher Johnson.
 On Feb. 3, the Chicago Tribune 
also published an article about the 
seminar day, headlined, “New Trier 
High School parents debate planned 
civil rights seminar.”
 Members of the Facebook group 
expressed concerns about students 
being manipulated and having one-
sided viewpoints forced onto them, 
but many members wanted change 
made to the day rather than getting 
rid of the day altogether. 
 Marianne Holzhall, a member 
of the group, said, “The goal should 
be to have the students walk out 
thinking, ‘What skills can I use to 
solve this problem?’ And not ‘I am a 
bad person because of my racial and 
socioeconomic classification.’”
 Other parents felt the day was a 
good opportunity. Member Heather 
Pigott said, “You are not giving our 
students enough credit. Those of you 
who feel this seminar is too one-sided 
have surely shared your feelings/ 
positions with your children-- send 
your kid to seminar day and let 
them bring that perspective into the 
discussion. The whole point of the 
day is to get students thinking and 
talking about race.”
 Senior Jimmy Lipsey expressed 

similar opinions to Pigott when he 
signed up for the Microaggressions 
seminar because he didn’t agree with 
it.  
 Lipsey said, “I’m interested 
to hear what they have to say and I 
think I’m gonna bring an opposing 
perspective to that, which might not 
be exactly what the day is for. But if 
they’re making me come to school, 
I’ll do with it what I please.”
 Assistant Superintendent Tim 
Hayes said that he has heard more 
positive feedback about the day from 
parents than negative. He also 

said that teachers and staff had heard 
from students that “this is a topic 
that they’re interested in, but it’s 
very difficult to talk about it because 
what you see in the media and online 
is when adults start to talk about it. 
They generally just start arguing with 
one another and there’s not a lot of 
discussion actually happening.”
 Junior Liam Murphy attended 
half the day last year, but left early. 
He said the day was “beneficial in 
some aspects, but to have an entire 
day dedicated to it seemed a little 
extreme to me.” 

Novelist Colson Whitehead will be a keynote speaker at the Winnetka Campus 
at this year’s All School Seminar Day on Feb. 28 

 He said it would have been 
better to have a variety of opinions 
and to have these topics integrated 
into regular school days.
 Senior Callie Fauntleroy said 
she was one of the first girls in her 
advisory to register, but she also sent 
an email to the parentsofnewtrier.org 
in response to posts on the Facebook 
page. She has yet to hear back yet. 
 She said, “I was very shocked 
and pretty disgusted and altogether 
ashamed that people would protest 
the seminar day.”
 The website, Parents of New 
Trier, that Fauntleroy emailed was 
established this year. The subtitle of 
the website is “Because New Trier’s 
All School Seminar Day is Biased, 
Unbalanced, Divisive, and Costly.” 
 The website advises people 
to write to the board, attend board 
meetings, and suggest alternative 
presenters. There’s a page dedicated 
to panelists suggested to create a 
more balanced point of view for the 
day. There’s also a link to a petition 
to “Balance - or else suspend - New 
Trier’s Seminar Day on race.” The 
number of signatures and names of 
signers is not open for the public to 
view.
 Another petition to show 
support for the seminar day was also 
made. This petition has accumulated 
2,306 signatures.
 Fauntleroy stated, “By wanting 
to get rid of this day, you might as 
well have said ‘let’s make a petition 
to rid the school of the civil rights 
movement.”

by Maggie Curry

Parents take to social 
media and news 
sources to debate 
Seminar Day

Parents challenge “agenda” of All School Seminar

New Trier has made many efforts to initiate conversations addressing the racial narrative within the school community over the years. The first article 
below was originally published Jan. 15, 1970, discussing the black seminar day which was held for the purpose of allowing black students to voice 
their complaints regarding the prejudice they faced at New Trier East. The second article was originally published Feb. 10, 2017 regarding a seminar 
that addressed topics of race.

From the archives: Originally published Jan. 15, 1970

From the archives: Originally published Feb. 10, 2017
From the archives: Originally published Jan. 15, 1970
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The two letters on this page were sent to the 
New Trier News by LGBTQIA+ identifying 
students, and speak to the environment they 
faced at New Trier. Their identities remained 
anonymous for safety reasons.

From the archives: the article below was originally published on Mar. 18, 1999

From the archives: The letter below was originally 
published on Oct. 15, 2017

From the archives: The letter below was originally published on Feb. 5, 1993
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wouldn’t impede upon someone’s 
ability to serve in a leadership role. It 
also makes me hopeful for outside of 
New Trier, where people can see you 
for what you accomplish and what 
you do as a leader instead of for your 
sexuality or your religion or your 
gender,” said Imber. 
 Senior Ilana Nazari, who worked 
with Imber for three years and served 
as secretary of Student Alliance last 
year, agreed.
 “We’re lucky to live somewhere 

 The 2017-18 school year 
has already made history with the 
election of New Trier’s first ever 
openly gay student body president, 
Jacob Imber. 
 In spring of the 2016-17 school 
year, 70 percent of last year’s 
sophomores and juniors turned out 
to vote for Student Alliance officers. 
In addition to Imber’s election, junior 
Bill Yen was elected vice president, 
senior Sofia Mena was elected 
secretary, and senior Elena Cata was 
elected treasurer. 
 The newly elected officers 
worked over the summer planning 
events and preparing for the school 
year. “We have created a strong, 
comfortable, cohesive group with 
an enthusiastic and packed agenda,” 
said David Noskin and Stacy Kolack, 
the faculty sponsors of Student 
Alliance. 
 Imber’s presidency is not only a 
personal victory, but also a milestone 
for New Trier. 
 “It makes me proud to know that 
New Trier is a place where being gay 

and to go to school somewhere where 
Jacob can be openly gay and he can be 
the president and nobody is making a 
fuss about it. It’s a step in the right 
direction, and I think it shows that 
New Trier is even more progressive 
than some of us may realize.”
 Although this is a notable 
moment for New Trier, many of 
Imber’s peers point out that he has 
distinguished himself based on his 
merit above all else. 
 “I don’t think that being openly 

gay defines Jacob’s personality or 
his role in our student government. I 
see Jacob for all of his other amazing 
qualities first and then I acknowledge 
and respect the bravery he exhibits 
by being openly gay and representing 
our high school of 4,000 kids,” said 
senior Elena Cata, who is this year’s 
treasurer of Student Alliance.
 Stephen Hajjar, a senior who is 
not a part of Student Alliance, agreed.
 “I don’t think much about him 
being the first openly gay student to 
become president. I respect him the 
same way I would respect any student 
body president, and it is a good thing 
that he can just be a student body 
president.”
 When he was campaigning, 
Imber avoided using his sexuality as 
a platform. “I am careful to not create 
a student government that revolves 
around the fact that the president is 
gay. I think that’s counter-productive 
to what Student Alliance does. I 
only give it so much thought before 
moving on to the logistical parts of 
my job, like what I want to do, how 
I’ll make that happen, and how I can 
make Student Alliance productive,” 
explained Imber.
 Nazari attested to Imber’s 
ability as president. “I couldn’t think 
of anybody better suited for this job, 
especially because of how well he 
connects with people. He talks to the 
staff, and he’s well-connected within 

by Rebecca Lee

Imber becomes first openly gay student body president
the student body. He’s very well-
rounded,” said Nazari.
 In addition to his roles in 
Student Alliance, Imber has 
continually participated in school 
theater productions. He co-directed 
this year’s Lagniappe-Potpourri 
alongside seniors Elena Cata and 
Teddy Fischer. 
 As a freshman, Imber served 
as president of Student Senate, the 
student government at the Northfield 
campus. As a sophomore and junior, 
he was the chair of the PR committee 
of Student Alliance. 
 “Students need a say in their own 
education, and student government is 
the most efficient way to do that. You 
can’t just hope for change. You have 
to get involved in an administrative 
way that makes that change possible,” 
said Imber.
 Beyond the specific tasks that 
Student Alliance will take on this 
year, Imber and other members 
have expressed their commitment to 
advocating for students. 
 “I remind myself that not 
everyone at New Trier who is gay 
has the same positive experience 
that I did. So even though I have this 
position and I am gay, that doesn’t 
mean that gay rights is a non-issue at 
New Trier,” said Imber.
 “As president, I want to make 
New Trier an accepting and open 
environment for everyone.”

Imber seeks to create 
stronger connection. 
between students... 
and administration

Imber plans for an upcoming event with other SA members.    McCauley 

From the archives: The article below was originally published in the 
New Trier News October 28, 2016 issue. The implementation of gender 
neutral bathrooms was a marked improvement in the accomodations for 
LGBTQIA+ students at New Trier.

From the archives: The article below was originally published in the New Trier News October 6, 2017 issue. The election of 
Jacob Imber as student president, the first openly gay person to hold this position in New Trier history, was a landmark event 
in LGBTQIA+ progress at the school.

 “I’m not ashamed to be gay, 
because it made me a stronger 
person, but I am afraid of the ideas 
and hatred that are quietly brewing 
at New Trier.”                             
 These are the words of an 
anonymous gay student in a letter to 
the editor dated February 5, 1993.                                                   
 In the age of legalized same-
sex marriage and a seemingly 
progressive society, our world should 
exist without this undercurrent of 
homophobia--but have we really 
changed since this letter was 
submitted? Is the burden of being 
LGBTQIA+ really lighter? 
 While writing this, I couldn’t 
help but think of a phenomenon I 
experienced while on JV Softball.    
     Oftentimes when my 
teammates were asked if they played 
a sport, they would say they didn’t 
play anything or had a canned 
response at the ready if they were 
honest.                          
       Our team ranged from ages 
14-18, each player with intensely 
different backgrounds and views on 
the world, yet somehow we were 
close. While there was a definite 
sense of love and respect on the 
team, I couldn’t help but pick up on 
social cue that playing softball was 
something to be subtle about.  
 While carpooling one night, 
we started talking about why we 
never wore our gear to school. It 
was embarrassing we all agreed, but 
why?
  I began to realize the reason 
behind our omission of playing. It 
wasn’t that our team had a losing 
streak or that it was no cut.
 It was something deeper, more 

ingrained. We were living under the 
weight of a stereotype of a “lesbian” 
sport and we all knew it. We always 
seemed to want to beat outsiders to 
the punchline to protect ourselves, 
and I was tired of it. I get it, people 
make jokes based on stereotypes to 
try to be funny, but I’ve seen how 
these jokes turn serious when the 
stereotype applies to someone. 

We always seemed to 
want to beat outsiders 
to the punchline to 
protect ourselves, and I 
was tired of it. 
 It’s the people in the 
anonymous letters that internalize 
locker room talk, that live in 
constant fear of outing themselves if 
they say anything. 
 Administration has made 
a definite effort to create a 
more inclusive environment for 
LGBTQIA+ people, with gender-
neutral bathrooms and clubs like 
GSA. 
 While you can’t standardize 
acceptance, I do feel that our 
generation is going in the right 
direction. There’s a promising 
contrast on these pages thanks to 
the difference of just a few years, 
“loneliness and isolation” vs. Jacob 
Imber who was welcomed as the 
first openly gay SA president. 
 I’m not claiming to have all 
the answers, there may be some 
layers to homophobia that we can 
never solve. All I’m asking is that 
next time you hear a “gay” joke or 
stereotype, remember the people 
who aren’t laughing. 

Remember all those 
who are not laughing 
by Hope Talbot
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 New Trier News reporters haven’t just been paying attention to events at school; Over 
the past century, students have been influenced by the changing world.
 In 1957, the Polio epidemic was finally coming under control, and the debate about 
vaccinatnion was just as heated then as it is now. Students were worried that people were too 
comfotable with the problem being solved, despite lack of vaccinations being a problem, 
especially for high school students. 
 In 1980, the Iranian Hsotage Crisis caught the attention of students who did not 
hesitate to voice their opinions about the decisions of the US government. The situation 
brought up questions of military intervention and if the US made the right decision, and the 
article indicates how students were thinking at the time. 
 In 1992, what most students thought were important topics were hardly different than 
they are now. Problems with wealth, abortion, and drugs are all issues that had students 
talking 27 years ago and still spark debate.
 In 2008, the hsitorical election the first black president, changed history and our 
country forever. A mock election had students discussing the election, and what it meant to 
vote. 
 Though the world has changed, these articles show that not much is different. Though 
the conditions of the world aren’t the same as they were 11, 27, 39, or 63 years ago, students 
keep making mistakes, voicing their opinions, and learning about the world as they manage 
their way through high school. 

A look back at 100 years of history 

From the archive: The article below was originally published on 
Oct. 30, 1992

From the archives: The article below was origianlly published 
on May 16, 1980

From the archives: The article below was originally published on Nov. 11, 2008

From the archives: The article below was originally published 
on Jan. 25, 1957
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From the archives: The article and picture below were originally published on 
June 4th, 1970. It was published in the Westwatch, which was the newspaper for 
the NT West campus.

From the archives: The citizenship pledge below was 
originally published on February 27, 1942.

From the archives: The article below was originally published on March 21, 2003.

The reprinted articles on this page demonstrate how 
students have been impacted by wars throughout the past 
century. he NT News has reported on World War I, World 

War II, the Vietnam War, and the 2003 war in Iraq.

From the archives: The article below was originally 
published on December 12, 1941. 

 

From the archives: The article below was originallty 
published on Sept. 30, 1919.
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 Nothing puts on the pressure 
quite like a ticking clock. Escape 
Rooms are the latest activity for 
puzzle solving, team building, 
and competing against the clock. 
Downtown Wilmette now has 
an escape room of its very own: 
Outatime Games.
 Outatime Game’s Wilmette 
location opened in early fall of 2018 
at 1153 Wilmette Avenue, debuting 
the “Escape From the Whitechapel 
Club” challenge. Though typically 
escape rooms focus on getting out 
of the room in under an hour, your 
task at the Whitechapel Club is to 
uncover the identity of the grisly 
killer, Jack the Ripper, and prevent 
the demolition of the historical 
building containing evidence about 
his victims.
 The challenge begins in a 
small, cement room with a group 
of anywhere from three to twelve 

Benefits behind legalizing cannabis

 Come Jan. 1, recreational 
marijuana will be legal for use and 
sale in Illinois for people 21 and up.
 Illinois is just one of the eleven 
states that has legalized marijuana. 
Others include Colorado, California 
and Michigan. 33 states have 
legalized marijuana but only for 
medical purposes.
 The legalization of cannabis 
has become a very relevant topic, 
especially with the upcoming 
election. While there have been 
positive outcomes to legalization, 
there have been problems too.
	 Cannabis	 affects	 people	
differently	 which	 is	 why	 it	 can’t	
be categorized as a hallucinogen, 
stimulant or depressant. It can be any 
of the three it just depends on the 
effects	experienced.
	 These	different	experiences	lead	
into one of the largest arguments in 
this debate, addiction. Marijuana has 
an addictive high. According to the 
National Institute of Drug Abuse, 
with frequent use, this high can lead 
to dependence in which one relies on 
cannabis and will fall into withdrawal 
without it.
 It is easy for one to believe that 
with the legalization of cannabis, 
dependence on it will increase. The 
states’ solution to this is simply 
regulation. If fact, states like 
Califorinia have regulations on the 
amount a customer can purchase per 
visit.
 Along with these rules, states 
have put in regulations for the safety 
of children. These regulations include 
child proof packaging and age 

restrictions when entering any chain 
of marijuana production.
 The legalization of cannabis is 
supposed to make it safer for those 
who consume it. When buying 
marijuana illegally, customers do 
not know much about what they are 
consuming. It is possible that they are 
ingesting harsh chemicals, pesticides 
or mold. Through health regulations 
put in place by the government, the 
customer can ensure that the product 
is clean and safe.
 Cannabis is a drug and in certain 
situations can be dangerous. In a 
report from the Colorado Department 
of Public Health, it was found that 
cannabis related hospitalizations 
spiked after the legalization.
 “Hospitalizations with possible 
marijuana	 exposures,	 diagnoses,	
or billing codes per 100,000 
hospitalizations increased from 803 
per 100,000 before commercialization 
(2001‐2009)	 to	 2,413	 per	 100,000	
after	 commercialization	 (2014‐June	
2015),”	stated	the	report.
 “From this evidence, it is 
clear that, while legalization does 
not necessarily eliminate illegal 
production, distribution and sale 
of marijuana, it tends to diminish it 
dramatically. As a result, it relieves 
the burden placed on courts, law 
enforcement and prisons, allowing 
for greater focus on violent crime,” 
concluded the study.
 Despite this, cannabis has 
advanced medicine. Along with 
THC, cannabis contains cannabidiol, 
or CBD. Compared to THC, CBD 
is used more for medical purposes 
because it doesn’t provide the side 
effects	that	THC	does.
 CBD is used to help those who 
suffer	 from	 epilepsy,	migraines,	 and	
severe	inflammation,	pain	or	nausea.	
It	 also	 is	 used	 by	 those	 who	 suffer	
from mental illness or disorders. THC 

  

 
benefits	insomnia,	low	appetite,	and	
glaucoma. I give CBD oil to my dog 
for his arthritis since it is a natural 
anti-inflammatory.
 Legalizing marijuana will 
alleviate the  stress on our criminal 
justice system. In a study conducted 
by Reason Foundation, it was found 
that in states that have legalized 
cannabis there was a drastic drop 
in cases of possession of illegal 
marijuana.
 The legalization of cannabis 
would also help support the 
economy. According to The 
Washington Post, more than 18,000 
new legal jobs came out of the 
marijuana industry in 2015.
 The new product is also 
predicted	 to	 boost	 tax	 revenues.	
Arcview Market Research found 
that sales in North America grew 
to $6.7 billion in 2016 alone. It is 
projected to hit $20.1 billion by 
2021. In 2015 Colorado made an 
estimated	$135	million	in	taxes	and	
fees from marijuana.
 With all of this in mind, it is 
necessary to note that cannabis 
is a dangerous drug. Especially 
for people our age. Marijuana 
can impair thinking, judgement, 
memory, and learning functions.
 A report from the University of 
Otago found correlations between 
teens use of marijuana and their 
overall success in life.
 “The results of the present 
study suggest that increasing 
cannabis use in late adolescence 
and early adulthood is associated 
with a range of adverse outcomes 
in later life. High levels of 
cannabis use are related to poorer 
educational outcomes, lower 
income, greater welfare dependence 
and unemployment and lower 
relationship and life satisfaction,” 
concluded the report.

Illinois becomes the 
11th state to legalize 
marijuana
by: Cleo Pool

From the archives: The article below was originally 
published	on	Dec.	13,	1996

From the archives: The article below was originally 
published on Feb.	15,	1976

From the archives: This	article	below	was	originally	published	on		Mar.	5,	1977
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  From the archives: originally published Nov. 10, 1961

From the archives: the article below was originally published Oct. 4, 1996

From the archives: “Trevs plead for pre-break finals” was originally published Feb. 9, 1996

As the years have changed, so too have students and faculty.  Yet 
even over the course of 100 years many aspects remain the same. 
From the very beginning New Trier News has created a space for 
dialogue as well as debate over education. Articles range from 
satirical summaries of standardized tests, to questions over the 
morality of cheating. Although education may change, New Trier 
News will remain a safe stage for the conversations we need to have.

100 years of learning
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Scored goal in 
last minute to 
defeat Evanston 
and win sectional

Scanned with CamScanner

 Although Ryne Sandberg’s four 
year, $28.4 million contract extension  
signed on Mar. 2, 1992 seems small 
in comparison to modern-day player 
salaries, it was just the latest in a line 
of record-breaking contracts in the 
MLB, and it would not be the last.
 After the Cubs’ eight-time 
all-star secured his extension, 
former New Trier sports editor Jon 
Hershenhorn predicted that reigning 
NL MVP Barry Bonds would soon 
surpass Sandberg’s annual salary of 
$7.1 million. 
 While Bonds would become 
the highest-paid player in baseball 
in the following offseason, his six-
year, $43 million contract with the 
San Francisco Giants fell short 
of Hershenhorn’s annual value 
prediction of $8 to $9 million dollars.
 The trend of escalating player 
salaries that Hershenhorn foresaw 
continued throughout the 1990’s. 
 Contracts handed out to 
superstars such as Ken Griffey Jr, 
Greg Maddux, Pedro Martinez, 
Roger Clemens, and Carlos Delgado 
eventually culminated in Alex 
Rodriguez’s ten-year, $252 million 
contract with the Texas Rangers in 
2000, which dramatically altered the 
pay scale for Major League players.
 However, while the increase 
in Major League salaries has led 
to the uptick in ticket prices that 
Hershenhorn predicted, the greatest 
impact of the MLB’s gargantuan 
contracts lies in the competitive 
balance of the league itself.
 As mentioned in Hershenhorn’s 

original article, the MLB did not have 
a salary cap at the time of Sandberg’s 
contract and still does not have one 
today. 
 Teams can choose how much 
money they devote to player salaries, 
and the massive revenue streams of 
big market franchises gives them 
the financial ability to outbid small 
market teams for superstar players.
 Prominent MLB franchises 
like the Chicago Cubs, New York 
Yankees, Washington Nationals, and 
Boston Red Sox all spent over $200 
million on player salaries in 2019, 
large chunks of which went towards 
paying star players such as Jon 
Lester, Giancarlo Stanton, and David 
Price.
 On the other hand, less-
recognizable franchises such as 
Pittsburgh Pirates, San Diego Padres, 
Toronto Blue Jays, and Tampa Bay 
Rays had payrolls under $80 million 
in 2019, which was largely due to the 
financial constraints that they face as 
small market teams.
 The woes of modern-day small 
market franchises can even be traced 
back to the season when Sandberg 
signed his lucrative contract 
extension.
 The Pittsburgh Pirates, after 
suffering a third straight loss in the 
NLCS in 1992, recognized that they 
would not be able to re-sign Barry 
Bonds and pitcher Doug Drabek 
due to Sandberg raising the ceiling 
of player salaries, so they let both of 
them walk in free agency and began a 
postseason drought of 20 seasons the 
following year.

Understanding the impact 
of the Sandberg deal
by Matt Murray

 New Trier East’s 14-0 triumph 
over the New Trier West Cowboys on 
Oct. 29, 1976 was the sixth of ten that 
the Indians would experience during 
that season, making the playoffs for 
the first time in their six seasons under 
Head Coach Eugene Cichowski.
 Although the Indians opened 
the Cichowski era with ten straight 
winning seasons, the ten games they 
won that season were the most that 
they would ever win in their fifteen 
seasons as New Trier East. 
 The team would make it back to 
the playoffs in 1978 and 1980 with a 
pair of 8-2 seasons, but they fell short 
of the state title game both times.
 While the Indians were a 
perennial success during the split-
campus era, the Cowboys were 
maddeningly inconsistent.
  New Trier West bookended 
a 1-7 record in 1971 with two 
undefeated seasons and dramatically 
regressed as the decade wore on, 
clinching their fourth straight losing 
season in 1976 a week before their 
loss to the Indians. 
 Although they would rebound 
with a 6-3 season in 1977, the 
Cowboys regressed to three wins 
in 1978 before bottoming out at 0-9 
during Bob Naughton’s final season 
in 1979.
 The era of split campuses also 

divided the boys basketball teams 
between east and west, but unlike 
their football counterparts, both New 
Trier East and New Trier West would 
find consistent success.
 John Schnieter’s Indians were 
frequent participants in the state 
playoffs from the moment he arrived 
in 1963 with their best season being 
a state runner-up bid in 1973; and 
after some middling years to start his 
tenure as New Trier West’s coach, 
Mel Sheets turned the Cowboys into 
a powerhouse as well, coaching them 
to four straight playoff berths starting 
in 1976.
 However, once the campuses 
reunited in 1981, the players who had 
been kept apart for nearly a decade 
and a half found immediate success 
on their newly combined teams. 
 After replacing Schnieter, who 
became the girls basketball coach 
upon the school’s reunification, 
Sheets took the boys basketball team 
to the sectional round of the 1983 
IHSA playoffs, leading them to a 
23-5 record in his second of fifteen 
seasons coaching at Winnetka.
 Meanwhile, Cichowski put 
his larger pool of football talent 
to good use in his first few seasons 
after the school’s reunification, 
leading the newly-combined roster 
to a 10-1 season in 1981 and a state 
championship game appearance in 
1982. 
 The latter of those two seasons 
remains the furthest that New Trier 
Football has ever advanced in the 
IHSA playoffs, and the 11 games that 
they won that season were the most in 
the Cichowski era.

Remembering the 
Cowboys and Indians
Reflecting on New 
Trier sports during 
the split-campus era 
of 1967 to 1981
by Matt Murray

From the archives: the article below was originally published on Mar. 13, 1992

From the archives: the article below was originally published on Nov. 6, 1976
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