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From the archives: The article below was originally printed Feb. 24, 1984

Committee investigates

sex discrimination at NT

Discussion on the topic of
sex discrimination have begun
in the New Trier faculty
council, resulting in the forma-
tion of an investigative com-
mittee and possible career
workshops.

A motion was unanimously
passed to form a committee to
study the appointment process
for administrative positions
and to ‘‘promote equal op-
portunity for men and women”’
in these positions, during the
council’s February 14 meeting.

THE COMMITTEE will be
appointed by Ms. Mary Ann
Griffin, faculty council presi-
dent. The members of the
committee are scheduled to be
announced by today.

The committee wilk investi-
gate all aspects of administra-
tive appointments, from the
interviewing procedures to the
posting of appointments. The
promotion of equal opportunity
for men and women will
remain up to the discretion of
the committee, according to

Ms. Griffin.

" Although the faculty was
united in its wish for an
investigative. committee, the
members by no means agree
on whether or not a sex
discrimination problem exists,
Ms. Griffin said.

“WITH THE faculty as
diverse as it is, it is not
surprising that the views on
sex discrimination are so
wide-ranging,”’ she said.

Dr. Roderick Bickert, super-
intendent, feels that the for-
mation of this committee is a
great stride toward sexual
equality. However, Dr. Bickert
also- added that he does not
feel that sexual discrimination
in the administation is a
‘problem at NT.

It was brought out that
many women were recently
appointed in coordinating posi-
tions at the West campus.
However, most of these women
will lose their positions when
the campuses merge.

The discussions were spark-

ed by the recent realignment
and reduction of the New Trier
township administration, fol-
lowing the resignation of
former assistant superinten-
dent, Dr. John Patzwald.

WHILE THE controversy
was initiated by the lack of
women in the recent promo-
tions, Ms. Griffin stated that
the council was questioning
the appointments themselves.

“It just happened that the
predominance of men in the
administration was brought to
the council’s attention in light
of the recent realignment. We
are not trying to dispute the
actual promotions, we are just
opposing the absence of
women in the administration,”
she said.

The council also has tenta-
tive plans to form ‘‘career
workshops” to deal with the
general topic of career ad-
vancement, and, more specifi-
cally, to place emphasis on
advancement by women, ac-
cording to Ms. Griffin.

From the archives: Originally published Mar. 23, 1926

e ‘why this
ed at New Trier op
ar school. But a number g¢ .
| ago the girls here were allowed tq p,.
| in public, and for various I\mmnh,
| practice was soon stopped, h::h
| many of the same girls who took p.l.:
| in these public games have come back
to New Trier, and, on finding that the
girls are no longer allowed to play i
public, each one has said that she i |

glad that it has been stopped. §gg we
ought to see from this that there must

be several good reasons against publje \
| attendance at the girls’ games. Thig
does not mean. however, that we
il shonld not take an interest in girlg l

athletics. It seems to us that it would

be a good plan let the last of the

girls' games each year be witnessed by
the students, the game last

Wednesday, but not be open to ountsid-

ers. This would the rest of the
school a chance to =e¢o what the girls
have done. Aside from this, however,
the games should be played in the
 girls’ gym. But, come on, girls, and
let’'s show that we don’t need excite-
ment to keep up our athletics.
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Looking back at 100 years of women at NT

Marginalization of women has been an issue for generations. Some of the reprinted
articles on this page sexualize female students at New Trier. Junior girls grow
Cupid-minded with plans for valentine dance portrays the junior girls as predators
“out hunting for boys.” These articles highlight the rampant sexism that existed in
the 1950s. Similarly, Students degrade dancers reports on the fact that two students
brought binoculars to the 1993 Kinesis Showcase in order to shed light on the gross
exploitation of female students. On the other hand, in order to prevent the over-
sexualization of women, policy that banned the student body from watching girls
athletic events was put in place. This policy effectively oppressed female athletes.
A 1926 article reports the change banning the student body from watching Girls
Basketball games, arguing that girls “don’t need excitement.” By choosing not
to celebrate female athletes, the school marginalized them. This can also be seen
in the Title IX's spirit hits NI-E article. Originally, boys on the cheer team were
highlighted in routines, and it wasn’t until they stopped participating in the sport that
the cheerleading team started counting on the girls. The female cheerleaders were
overlooked. Part of the issue today is that people don’t always see the problems in
society. In Committee investigates sex discrimination at NT (1984), the superintendent
felt that no sex discrimination existed at New Trier. We have come a long way in the
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that went

twn male members of the apdience that night had
hrought binoeculars.
Besides being a complete embarrassment to

their behayior towards women, their actions com-
pletely trivialized the hard work and creativity

THERE 12 no doubt that the dancers felt ex-
tremely exploited by the fact that these individuals
came to the Showcase for the sole purpose af see-
irE women in lectards, and apparently had no in-
terest in the triie artistic purpose of the show.

From the archives: Originally printed Feb. 5, 1993

Students degrade dancers

[ear New Trier,
I learned after attending the Thursday perfor-

I find it prrticularly disheartening that the com-
munity of Mew Trier I8 investing the time and
muney inte Fine Aris productions. only to see
members of the student bedy devalue all af their
afforta with childish, demerning behavior as thess
persans did on Thoraday,

Am I blowing this small incident oul of propar-
tlon® Mavbe m, but I feel as n woman, and as n
human-being, that remaining silent about this is
condoning it, and to do that is a direct hinderanee
to social change,

BECAUSE THESE peaple chose to behave in
such a way at g public function, they have made
themselves susject to public judgement.

he: Kinesis Showesass, to my disgust, Chat

ea and reinforcing the negative
es that exist in society about men and

into Thursday's performance.

If thes would like to treat womsen like slaba of
meat in their private lives, [ invite them Lo dix 0
It is up Lo the women whom they exploit to do

axcept d
students

New Trier News

Published ewery Friday of the school term

3B5 Winnetka Avenue, Winnetka, Mingis 50083,

something about it. But this was done st our school
funetion, 20 we nint only have the right, bt the
responsiblity o let them know we disapprove.
Many people have told me the binoculars wers
hrought to the show as a joke. What 8 o funny
about reducing people to chjects?
Thank you for listenlng,
Erica Melson

wring holidays and wacations by the
of Mew Triar Township high school,

past 100 years, though discrimination and the objectification of women persists. Thus,

it is up to our generation to speak up to ultimately foster change.

From the archives: The article above was originally printed Jan. 25, 1957

Junior girls grow Cupid-minded
with plans for Valentine dance

| g

Boys beware!

Junior girls will be hunting
for boys for the ‘Sweetheart
Swing,” annual dance given by
the female clan of the junior
class. Valentine Day will set
the theme for the dance to be
held on February 9 from 8:30 to
midnight at the Glencoe Woman’s
Library club.

Tickets will be sold for $2 in
adviser rooms. Committee sign-
up sheets have also been passed
around, and the following com-
mittee heads have been chosen.
Marion Welsh and Mary Michel
will handle tickets, Margaret
Ragland and Shiela Bru will be
in charge of arrangements, and
Lettie Meek and Joan Lacey will
be head of refreshments.

Other heads are Carol Forbis
and Bonnie Cossman, taking care
of clean-up; Ann Sedwick and
Diane Williams, publicity; Barb
Kelly and Peggy Smith, decor
| ating, and Madeline Pinsof and
' Margaret Stockton, invitations.
~ Assisting with the various
| commitices will be Mr. and Mrs.
"E.D. Ccolidge, Mr. and Mrs.
Edward D'l McGrew, Mr. and Mrs.

Proval, and Mr. and
hmidt.

Here’s a switch! Mike Jack-
son relaxes as Mary Stuebner
looks through little black book
in search of date for ‘‘ Sweet-

i ”
heart Swing. (photo by Myers)
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From the archives: Originally printed Nov. 4, 1997
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