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In 1970, it was not a natural 
assumption that American women 
should work outside the home. 
Nearly fifty years later, a lot of 
progress has been made for women’s 
rights in America. 

Reading these articles with a 
21st century mindset was an eye-
opening experience, especially the 
contrasts between the supporters, 
critics, and those in the middle.  

Before you even get past the 
headline for the opposition article, 
you already feel defensive: “Women, 
we don’t need any more of your lib.” 
The vagueness of “we” in the title 
would suggest that then-senior Greg 
Murphey was speaking on behalf of 
men. But soon it becomes clear that 
he wasn’t. Instead, he was speaking 
for women -- or, at least the ones he 
deemed decent enough to put on a 
bra.

“The saddest part of the 
movement is the fact that most of 
the girls don’t support [Women’s 
Liberation],” writes Murphey.

The rest of the article reads as 
you would expect -- the wounded 
griping of a 17-year-old boy who 
likely had never needed to do his 
own laundry.

“The leaders of the Women’s 
Lib movement claim that American 
women are sick and tired of being 
exploited. Right off. If they were, 
they would all get out and scream 
for rights. They would become wild 
in the streets, men would starve, and 
houses would go to ruin from the 
lack of care,” Murphey writes.

At this point, I honestly had 
to question whether the article was 
intended as satire. Murphey goes 
on to describe the “unreasonable 
demands” of the movement, such as 
men doing chores or even (gasp!) 
women asking men out on dates. In 
the era of #freethenipple, it is also a 
little amusing that he took such issue 
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with the “braless look.”
Unbelievable as it is today, 

this is the way some men viewed 
women in the 1970s. Women did 
have to take to the streets to change 
it. Unfortunately, women are still 
protesting today, fighting for equal 
pay and respect in the workplace.

In contrast, the article 
supporting women’s rights is far 
calmer than you would expect. Apart 
from the first line calling on women 
to take action to seize the rights they 
deserve, the rest of the article is very 
fact-based and measured. 

Beth Dellow focused mainly 
on population growth, the wage gap, 
and how women should have more 
of a political role in society. No 
denunciations of “‘male chauvinist 
pigs’” as Murphey had described.

CLARIFY…Their difference 
in tone reflects the ways it was 
acceptable for women to speak their 
minds as opposed to men. 

The most surprising view? 
The staff editorial demanding 
“liberation for both sexes!” Initially, 
the editorial rubbed me the wrong 
way. At that time, women were 
deprived of countless opportunities 
automatically available to men. 	
	 In a discussion about Women’s 
Liberation, typically you wouldn’t 
expect an editorial to assert “men 
too are restricted by today’s social 
amenities.”  

The phrasing wasn’t the 
best, but the editors had a point. 
Discussions of toxic masculinity 
remain relevant today, and there is 
still harsh judgement against men 
for embracing anything that is not 
“macho.” This is not because men 
are oppressed for being men, but 
rather may be judged for embracing 
behavior or roles traditionally 
deemed feminine. 

When men openly display 
emotion, work in the home, or 
put effort into their appearances, 

they are judged for it. These 
actions are typically designated as 
“girly,” which for a long time was 
synonymous with weak. Murphey 
sarcastically said that women in 
the movement  sought to escape 
the “‘shackles of femininity.’” 
He missed the point, but he was 
accidentally a little on the mark 
-- femininity is often looked down 
upon.

Liberation, acceptance, and 
equality for women means that we 
must eliminate prejudice rooted in 
gender roles. Removing negative 
connotations relating to femininity 
will allow for everyone to feel 
accepted and comfortable in their 
own skin, regardless of gender 
identity. 

The current wave of feminism 
seeks to be more inclusive - not 
only for men, but also for all races, 
religions, sexualities, nationalities 
and gender identities. Intersectional 
feminism encompasses equality for 
all people regardless of who they 
are, and this is the ideal we should 
strive for.

Intersectional feminism 
embraces the different components 
of a person’s identity can overlap in 
unique ways, and that an effective 
feminist movement needs to be 
cognizant of this variety. There is 
a difference in the experiences of 
women based on race, sexuality, and 
countless other factors. 

In her article, Beth Dellow 
likens sex discrimination to racial 
discrimination. But what is the 
experience for women of color? 
Intersectionality seeks to address 
discrimination holistically. 

A liberation movement that 
includes everyone -- regardless 
of race, gender, socioeconomic 
standing, or any other facet of 
identity -- will allow for a more 
equitable and tolerant future for all 
of us.

From the archives: These three articles were originally published on October 2, 1970. The Women’s Liberation movement began in the late ‘60s and transformed the role of 
women in America. This movement was controversial, particularly for those accustomed to traditional gender roles. Women’s Liberation ultimately inspired generations of women 
to demand equality. The NT News published a spread on student opinions of Women’s Lib – for, against, and in between.

A special thanks to Archivist Susan Holder-
read, NT librarians, and the generations of 

high school journalists who have contributed 
to an entire century of the New Trier News.


