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From the archives: The letter on the right was originally
published on Oct. 20, 1967 in response to the letter below,
which was originally published on Sept. 29, 1967. The
letter below contains the N-word twice, which the edito-
rial staft has chosen to black out.

Student deplores New Trier bigoﬂ’_Y

Dear Editor,

The New Trier Social service organization recently put
up several posters in an effort to recruit people for its

various programs.

On each poster, under a pho-

tograph of children from tpe
slums of our fair city, was ymt-
ten the slogan “Be a Friend:
Join Social Service.” A few
days ago, one of these posters
was taken down. On it was
scrawled: “To o [’ Tor-
get it !”
FOR A LONG time I have
been extremely bitter about the
shallow, narrow, and empty
minded student body here at
New Trier, and this in(.:u_lent
can only reinforce my cynicism.
The student who immortallzgd
his bigotry on that poster Is
only a representative of many
more like him.

There is a lot wrong with the
world we live in today, and, be-
lieve it or not, some people have
anough guts to actually stand
up and say, “I’ve had enough!”
Some people can change the
world. “Ask not for whom the
bell tolls; it tolls for thee.”

WE ARE ONE nation of men,
and each man is responsible for
what happens to the other.

Thank God for the hopelessly
idealistic teenagers who run
programs like New Trier’s So-
xial service. Maybe there are
:nough optimists to save a sink-
ng ship.

When kids are out everyday
rying to help other people, why

must someone always hold them
back? Why do people think

7 We are going to be
in command of the world soon;
haven’t we had enough hate?
Our generation is moving to-
wards peace and a better world,
and a good part of the New
Trier student body is standing
still,

ALAS, NEW TRIER students.
When will you realize that you
are the cause of the war in
Viet Nam, the race riots in De-
troit, and all the stupidity and
hatred in this world? I've had
enough. I don’t know what to
lo but I know that I am sick
ind tired of people not thinking
ind not caring. Don't bring me
lown.

From the archives: The selection below was originally
published on Apr. 20, 1920.
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We need to broaden the range of racial representation

Representation is
including people of
all backgrounds.

by Nadia Jaikaran

I’m not black. But, when I was
younger, | found myself relating to
black actors or black cartoon charac-
ters. Sure, I was obsessed with shows
like Scooby Doo and Sam and Cat-- I
loved the drama, cheesy jokes, and
overly animated characters.

However, at a young age, I no-
ticed the lack of racial representation
in many television shows, and I con-
stantly searched for a person of color.
The moment they stepped on screen,
I was captivated. Finally, someone
who understands what it’s like to live
with a skin tone similar to my own.
Finally, there was someone I could
relate to.

The lack of racial representation
bothered me, which is why I stand as
an advocate for diversity in the media

Am authority on all this as was
sent there last Newsday. 1 enter
there with big leg shimmy becauge
talk in study (?) hall, Ask why by
the mean on bhoys. “Because can’t
chirp like Hon chicken” I promulgate
velocipedestrianistically.

“Well go bhack to room,” he rebate,
I dig same.

Hon. study hall preacher say
“Don’t let me catch you doing again.”

“Didu’t mean to let catch me that

time.” T function. Am feeling queer
in mentality,
Hoping vou are the same.
HASHIMURA TOGO
Here is our weakly joke about Har-
lan: He's a great little ad writer.

You know what we mean.

We know a reformed drunkard
whose favorite hymn is: “Still, still,
with thee e’er purple morning dawn-
eth.”

because of the role it has in society.
While there was some racial repre-
sentation in the shows I watched as
a child, I noticed “diversity” roles
were mostly people of black or Afri-
can American descent, which is why
I identified with them.

We need role models of
diverse backgrounds to
show people that they
arent being catego-
rized to society s given
Stereotype

Never in my life have I claimed
African-American heritage. I’ve been
raised to love my own and uplift oth-
ers. I will not completely understand
what it’s like to be black, nor will
many understand what it’s like to be
who I am.

But, I can relate to many struggles
that I see African Americans repre-
senting in the media— like being sub-

'Bigot’ letter
gets reply...

To The Editor:
TI'm writing in answer to

Tom Goodkind’s letter in
the September 29 issue of
the New Trier News. I
agree that the student body
of New Trier is shallow apd
narrow concerning racial
relations.

However, I believe that yoU
are equally shallow in berating
them.

YOU CAN NOT condemn 2
school as a whole any more t 5;"
you can condemn a race. ﬂs
sure that you and the membert
of Social Service have e)_(ceue“_
goals in eliminating racial tef:v
sion; but the students of Nee
Trier have no idea how to ¢%P
with such problems. ; 3

New Trier is essentially
segregated school with an ee.
tremely high average incol®
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_ the right to condemn me 8"‘; P21
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ject to racially charged jokes or com-
ments. There were times throughout
my childhood where I was made fun
of because of my skin color.

A while back, I went out to din-
ner with a friend and she asked if I
had any illegal relatives because I
am Mexican. When I was younger, a
family on my block asked if my nan-
ny spoke English, but my “nanny”
was my mother. I grew up relating to
black issues because it was the only
minority issue that I could relate to.
They were the only minorities—if
any— represented in the media.

For a while, there weren’t any
Latinos or Caribbean actors in the
media that [ could see myself in.
Only now as I’ve gotten older, I’'ve
noticed more representation, but it
wasn’t anything that I could person-
ally relate to.

For example, the Hispanic char-
acters from On My Block were in
gangs or the only people of color in
Bring it On were seen as sassy and
brash. Both examples feed into harm-
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From the archives: The article below was originally pub-
lished Nov. 11, 1920

n spite of his de-

jlformfty. The fourth masker. Panta-

Jcm_n‘ is played by Davig Rumsey.,
_Thzs. also, is a type from the old Ttal
{Jan comedies, ‘

.\0\&:, to act as leader of these mask.
[ €18, the capricious playwright eon.
| ceived the role of “Capocomico.” the
| leading male character of his nlav

‘it‘-apocomicn‘ played by Warrens Sje-
|

boldt, Is gay, happy, never downheart-
ed or discouraged. He is the verv
personification of romance and ag.

+j venture, the lover of the world, mee:-

ing all difficulties with 2 smile. When
Pfe_ and his vagabond players were
driven from Italy, they went to China
empire in cha-

| happy princess. After the “If I Were

‘| emperor for one day in which he re-

stores all to order angd happiness. As
a reward he asks for }
withered rose, though his four mask-
ers receive four kingdoms as their
sha.re of his achievement. Then he
SPrings away, and in the exuberance
o‘f his  overflowing happiness, an-
[that he is off into the world again
there to seek “more roses az:c‘-E r;):
mance."  Curtain,

himself only a

From the archives: The cartoon below was originally
published on Nov. 11, 1919. It dehumanizes Native

Americans.

A Mid-year Nightmare

ful stereotypes that allow viewers to
subconsciously create a correlation
between race and negative notions.

The media has the ability to influ-
ence the way we think and act, thus it
is critical that who filmakers choose
to be on television platforms. When
I say a “diverse” cast, I mean charac-
ters living in the center of their own
lives— people who are doing “every-
day” things, just as any protagonist,
and not someone playing into a harm-
ful stereotype. We need role models
of diverse backgrounds to show peo-
ple that they aren’t being categorized
to society’s given stereotype, that
they are so much more.

That being said, shows like Jane
the Virgin and Fresh Off the Boat de-
pict characters where the protagonist
is living as a normal, everyday per-
son who isn’t living in the center of
a stereotype.

Recently, I’ve noticed Latino
music becoming more mainstream
throughout the U.S., and honestly, it
makes me super happy seeing people
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in the media

outside my culture enjoying music
that I grew up listening to.

I’m not saying we need to force
ourselves to enjoy diverse music and
television programs, but we should
respect the inclusivity and support it.
Inclusivity will only help society be-
come more progressive and allow for
more narratives.

In America Ferrera’s TEDTalk
she said “presence creates possibili-
ty” which serves as the foundation
for a progressive society. Moving for-
ward, we need to be more present—
not just in the media, but in discus-
sion. In order for society to progress,
we need to embrace the diversity this
country was built on.

We need to see representation in
all ranges. It’s not just a color wheel;
this also calls for more representation
in religion, sexual orientation, cul-
ture, disabilities, etc. We need to see
everyday people who aren’t forced
into a stereotypical mold, rather peo-
ple living in the center of their own
lives.



