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We asked Trevians what they thought the role of celebrities 
should be in politics, this is what they said.....
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Fourth graders are woke  

by Marie O’Connor
Recently my fourth grade 

sister, who attends Joseph Sears 
School, had to complete an 
assignment that struck me as really 
impressive considering she’s only 
nine years old. 

The assignment was to 
compare the pro and con arguments 
regarding the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. 

I feel confident in saying that 
many high schoolers would not be 
able to complete this assignment if it 
were assigned today. 

I’m somewhat embarrassed 
to say that I would be in that 
population of people. 

After some research and 
general overview provided by my 
younger sister, I have a general 
concept of the pipeline, hopefully 
enough of an understanding to write 
this article. 

The Dakota Access Pipeline, 
or DAPL, involves the proposed 
construction of a pipeline traveling 
under the Missouri River from 
North Dakota to Illinois carrying 
crude oil that has been extracted 
through fracking. 

The pipeline will carry 
approximately 570,000 barrels of 
crude oil to Illinois everyday. 

The controversy surrounding 
the pipeline has brought together 
multiple groups of protesters 
banding together to oppose the 
construction. 

The Standing Rock Sioux are 
fighting to stop the pipe from being 
built because the construction would 
disturb a Native American burial 
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ground and the creation of the line 
may put the main water source of the 
tribe in danger. 

Environmentalists have a 
broader bone to pick with DAPL 
and want to stop the construction 
because they claim it is leading to a 
greater dependency on fossil fuels 
and supports the controversial use of 
fracking for trapped oil in the earth’s 
surface. 

Objectively, the pipeline would 
significantly increase the access 
of crude oil to be processed in the 
US, and preliminary environmental 
projections predict that it is not likely 
that the pipeline will taint the water. 

Also, the plans for where the 
pipeline is to be laid does not cross 
the official reserve of the Rock Sioux 
people.

Standing This ethical, moral, 
and fiscal dilemma has created a 
heated political divide, and has led 
to protests and thousands of people 
traveling to North Dakota to voice 
their beliefs. 

The thing that struck me as 
so amazing while researching this 
pipeline was that my nine-year-
old sister was being taught to 
compare the sides of this debate 
and encouraged to develop her own 
opinion. 

It’s not that surprising that a 
school on the North Shore would 
want to teach kids how to navigate a 
political issue. 

Kids from around here who will 
later attend New Trier or other area 
high schools are taught that they will 
be important members of society. 

Lawyers, teachers, politicians, 
CEOs, all of these professions are 
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“Anyone with a strong 
opinion should be able to 
speak up.”

“They can say whatever 
they want because that’s 
what freedom of speech is.”

“They should say their 
opinions if they’re positive. 
They can make a difference 
because of their large plat-
form.”

“Beyonce for president.”“They should use their 
platform to speak out for 
whatever they believe in.”

As we prepare to graduate, and 
as Senior Project creeps closer and 
closer, the idea of real life and a 
career are on my mind. 

During Senior Project, seniors 
are given freedom to discover what 
interests them. Many students take 
this opportunity to do their Project in 
a potential future field.

Senior Project is such a 
profound way of learning outside 
of the classroom, and it teaches us 
valuable lessons about life after high 
school that we can’t learn within the 
walls of a classroom.

I feel very fortunate to be able 
to attend a school that is able to 
provide students with the choice to 
spend their final month of their high 
school education learning in the real 
world. 

It adds a zestful twist to our 
childhood education, and gives us 
something genuine and substantive 
with which to graduate high school. 

I think that every high school 
senior should have the chance to 
learn bona fide life lessons before 
they’re forced to figure it out in the 
real world. 

Senior Project gives seniors a 
chance to get real life experience in 
a field of their choice, which could 
ultimately prove to be an asset when 
students are looking for jobs or 
internships. 

Though we may not see it now, 
we’re provided so many remarkable 

opportunities at New Trier that we 
will carry with us for the rest of our 
lives.

High school shouldn’t be the 
best four years of your life. We still 
have so many incredible milestones 
to accomplish, and we’re still so 
young in the grand scheme of 
things.

New Trier is pretty unique. 
Though my four years here have 
been filled with many ups and 
downs, the school continues to 
amaze me with the excursions, 
immersion trips, and projects.

A lot of these extracurriculars 
are availablebecause of our ability 
to fund such programs. Also, there’s 
a certain wave of determination 
among New Trier teachers and 
alumni that  seems to be the driving 
force to equipping students with 
these life skills. They know the 
beneifts that the programs can give 
students, and they see the reward in 
investing in them.

These type of programs are a 
sustainable form of education. We 
probably won’t remember much 
from sophomore geometry, but by 
providing the option for students 
to gain life experiences, they’re 
being educated in a lasting and truly 
influential way.

Now is your time to try 
programs before graduation day 
with only a GPA to determine 
our intelligence, and we’re left 
wondering what we’re supposed to 
do or where we’re supposed to go. 

Though high school isn’t the 
end of our lives, it is the start of a 
new one. We have the chance to 
enter that new life backed by so 
many great experiences that the 
school offers us.

Senior Project promotes 
sustainable  education 

It will not benefit 
society if kids are all 
taught to think the 

same way,

within reach of New Trier graduates. 
Personally, I think that’s why so 

many people want their kids to live 
in this area, and go to the schools we 
have here. 

We are taught to think for 
ourselves on tough topics. However, 
this type of education has been under 
fire lately. 

Take, for example, the 
upcoming seminar day. Some 
parents and members of the New 
trier community have been critical 
of the day, labeling it left wing 
propaganda, or believing it too one-
sided. 

I would argue that this debate 
leads to an even greater question. 
Who should be in charge of what 
students are learning? 

I’m sure many of the parents 
who are opposed to the seminar 
day would be distressed to learn 
that fourth graders are being taught 
to form their own opinion on a 
controversial environmental and 
ethical situation. 

Teaching kids at a young age 
to navigate society and form their 
own opinions based on fact and 
their own morals will lead to a 
more productive and informed adult 
society in the future. 

I can think of a few individuals 
who would have benefitted from 
an education, where facts are taken 
seriously and one is taught how to 
respectfully disagree with differing 
opinions. 

It will not benefit society if 
kids are all taught to think the same 
way, or are shielded from potentially 
uncomfortable conversations. 

If nine year olds understand 
that debate and conversation are at 
the root of discovery and education, 
then it should be clear that creating 
uber-regulated classes with censored 
topics will not lead to more 
intelligent people. 


